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Handicap Review Policies

The Handicap Index of a member of the Whitney Oaks Golf Club may be reviewed for possible modification when one or more of the following occurs.  The depth of the review will depend on the circumstances:
1. A single tournament differential is more than 7 under the index for a player.  Section 10-1 of the NCGA Handicap Manual: "Handicap Differential = (Adjusted Gross Score – USGA Course Rating) x 113/USGA Slope Rating." 

· Following is an example for determining a differential using an adjusted gross score of 95 made on a course with a USGA Course Rating of 71.5 and a USGA Slope Rating of 125: 

· Adjusted Gross Score – USGA Course Rating: 95 – 71.5 = 23.5

· Difference x Standard Slope: 23.5 x 113 = 2655.5

· Result / USGA Slope Rating: 2655.5 / 125 = 21.24

· Handicap Differential (rounded): 21.2

A more detailed discussion is available at www.ncga.org - click on the Handicapping and Course Rating link.

2. The majority of a member's tournament scores are below their handicap. 

3. A written complaint is received. 

4. The member receives an R adjustment on their index.

5. A letter is received from the NCGA modifying their index for NCGA events or banning them from NCGA events.

6. There is direct evidence of handicap manipulation.  Such as: posting higher scores than were shot, telling someone that you are going to intentionally miss some putts to pad your score, failure to post low rounds, and posting fictional high scores. 

Upon completion of the review, the committee, at its sole discretion, may elect to:

1. Take no action.  This will generally be the case when the tournament index is either higher or no more than one stroke lower than the player's current index.

2. Withdraw the member's index.  This action will mostly occur when the subject is either a chronic offender or whose posting of scores is deemed too unreliable.

3. Modify the member's index.  The modified index may be selected as the result of a subjective evaluation of the member's playing ability or based on the member's best tournament scores ("tournament index").  For example, if there are 10 tournament scores, then the best 5 differentials could be averaged to determine the modified index (this mirrors the normal index calculation but would only consider T scores).

4. Modified indexes will be periodically reviewed and may be lifted at the discretion of the Handicap Committee.

